Frequently Asked Questions
1. Question: Will | know my Japanese guest before they arrive?

Answer: Yes, every effort will be made to provide names and contact information so
you can begin corresponding before they arrive. When writing, you can talk about
your home life, your family members, and your community activities & attractions.
Guests would be interested to know temperatures, type of clothing for weather
conditions in your area, activities you plan to do or see (hiking, swimming, golf).

2. What meals would my guest enjoy?

Answer: Food is a great way to bring people together! Introduce your Shiga guest to
American food culture by cooking and eating popular meals such as pizza, pasta,
macaroni & cheese, BBQ, fried chicken, salads, casseroles, pancakes, or any other
family favorite. You can also learn about your guest’s culture by cooking a traditional
Japanese meal together.

3. Question: Do | need to know Japanese language?

Answer: No. People from Japan usually start learning English in middle school, so

most guests will speak some English. Communication across languages and cultures

can  always be challenging, perhaps humorous. Through the use of dictionaries, body
language, pictures, or occasional pantomime, you will be able to communicate even
without language fluency.

4. Question: What local activities would be appropriate?

Answer: Be a tourist in your own town! Things you see and do everyday are new and
exciting for your guest from Shiga. Visit local sites, such as the town hall, museums,
parks, farmers market, police and fire station, schools, and libraries. Share activities you
enjoy like sporting events, movies, family gatherings, church and other community
events.

5. Question: What state tourist activities would be appropriate?

Answer: While it is not necessary to take your guest to other cities in Michigan, some
hosts enjoy visiting popular Michigan sites like Lake Michigan, state or county  fairs, local
universities, state or county fairs, the Detroit Institute of Arts, the Henry Ford Museum,

Greenfield Village, Meijer Garden, or Tiger Stadium, depending on distances from your
home.
More questions? Contact: Marilyn Schlief, Marilyn500@aol.com, (517) 410-7400

Michigan Shiga Sister State Board

or your local Sister City Contact: Pat Baker, pbaker@adrianmi.gov, (517) 264-4866
Adrian City Clerk




