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ADRIAN CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
DECEMBER 1, 2015 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

The regular meeting of the Adrian City Planning Commission was called to order by 
Chair Jacobitz at 7:00 p.m. in the City Chambers at 159 East Maumee Street. 
 
Present:  Mike Jacobitz  Chair 
   Brian Watson  Vice Chair 
   Jeff Rising   City Commissioner 
   Mel Dye 
   Don Taylor 
   Kara Lennard 
   Nancy Weatherby 

Marilyn Schebil 
   Tom Blanton 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 
NOVEMBER 3, REGULAR MEETING 

 
There were no corrections to the minutes.  Commissioner Weatherby moved that the 
Minutes of the November 3, 2015 regular meeting be approved.  Commissioner Dye 
supported.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Case 15-023 Zoning Exception Permit request  

to operate a church at 1416 S. Main St. 
 

The applicant, Bill Ellenwood II, was present.  Mr. Ellenwood is the minister of 
Cornerstone Community Church.  Mr. Ellenwood is requesting a Zoning Exception 
Permit to operate his church at 1416 S. Main St, Suite 500.  This property is zoned B-4 
Shopping Center District. 
 
Commissioner Jacobitz noted that staff had recommended the Zoning Exception Permit 
be approved because it met all the requirements.  Commissioner Blanton asked about 
days and times of services.  Mr. Ellenwood stated services would be help Wednesday 
evenings and Sunday Mornings, with other services possible.  Commissioner Dye 
wanted the Suit number to be added to the address.  There was no other discussion. 
 
Commissioner Dye moved that Planning Commission approve the Zoning Exception 
Permit for 1416 S. Main St. Suit 500.  Commissioner Taylor supported.  A roll call vote 
was made. 
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In Favor of Motion:  Rising, Dye, Lennard, Jacobitz, Taylor, Weatherby, Schebil, 
Blanton, and Watson 
 
Against Motion:   none 
 
Motion carried   unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 

Case 15-024 text amendment pertaining to the Zoning Ordinance Article XXIV, Section 
24.01 Table of Requirements; Commission to consider adding a building height 

limit for the B-3 Zoning District. 
 

Commissioner Jacobitz explained that currently there is no height limit in the B-3 district.  
The text amendment would limit building height in the B-3 district to 4 stories and 60 
feet.  There used to be a B-3 height limit of 3 stories, but in 1998 the Planning 
Commission eliminated the restriction.  The meeting minutes from the 1998 meeting 
gives no specific reason why this was done.  Commissioner Jacobitz further explained 
that this issue has come up in part because of the proposed 6-story development 
several months ago. 

Commissioner Blanton stated he had recently seen a similar size building (6 stories) in 
East Lansing and it looked awful, out of place, and odd.  Other Commissioners agreed 
tall buildings downtown would be out of place.  Commissioner Watson also stated that if 
the Planning Commission recommends height restrictions, a developer can still request 
a variance to build taller.  Commissioner Rising stated he thought the height limitation 
was too restrictive. 

 
Commissioner Blanton moved that Planning Commission recommend a change in the 
Ordinance that would limit buildings heights in the B-3 District to 4 stories and 60 feet. 
Commissioner Watson supported.  A roll call vote was made. 
 

 
In Favor of Motion:  Dye, Jacobitz, Taylor, Weatherby, Blanton, and Watson 
 
Against Motion:   Rising, Lennard, Schebil 
 
Motion carried:   Six in favor and Three against. 
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Discussion Item: 
 

Discussion of possible text amendment to Article IV General Provisions, Section 4.54 
Nonconforming Structures.  Text Amendment would prohibit front porches from 

being enclosed, reference Section 24.02. 
 

Commissioner Jacobitz provided the background for this issue.  The issue had 
originated at the November 2015 ZBA meeting.  The ZBA had decided that a home 
owner could rebuild his enclosed front porch based on Section 4.54 of the Zoning Code.  
Since his front porch was a legal non-conforming structure it could be rebuilt to the 
same specifications.  The City also has a zoning ordinance that only allows front 
porches to be screened in with specified materials, Section 24.02.  A general discussion 
took place on the possibility of changing the ordnance language to no longer allow front 
porches to be re-enclosed under any circumstances. 

Commissioner Rising made the point that many houses have turned porches into 
extensions of the house. Commissioner Lennard agreed, saying it would be hard to tell 
where the original house and porch where in many houses that have undergone 
renovations.  Commissioner Rising also said changing the ordinance language could 
affect certain houses value because they may lose square footage if they wanted to 
renovate. Many commissioners stated that they agree with the intent of section 24.02, 
and believe open porches make safer and better looking neighborhoods. 

Several commissioners also stated that they would rather see improvements to homes 
and that changing the ordnance language may prevent home improvements.  After 
more discussion the commission agreed that Section 4.54 was fine as written and no 
further discussion of changes was needed. 

 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Rohr, Planning & Zoning Administrator 


